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SECTION I - ESSAYS

Abstract. After the outbreak of COVID-19, China quickly adopted a series of response measures. New laws
and policy documents have been introduced in the legislation. These laws and documents cover all aspects
of compulsory isolation, market regulation, economic recovery, and people’ s livelihood protection. In
terms of implementation of laws and policies, law enforcement agencies help enterprises resume
production and work, they use technological methods to implement laws and policies, and focus on
strengthening law enforcement and supervision in areas such as public health and medical health. The
Chinese judicial organs have clarified the common charges of crimes involved in the pandemic, attached
importance to civil dispute resolution, issued guiding cases, and implemented online litigation. China
conducted communication and cooperation with the international community, shared information as soon
as possible, and actively fulfilled its obligations under international law. China’ s experience can be used

for reference by other countries.
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1. Introduction

Since the COVID-19 outbreak, China quickly took a
series of measures to respond.! The epicenter of
China’s outbreak were the city of Wuhan and Hubei
province. Chinese government restricted travel
from and to Hubei province and implemented a
number of measures to contain the outbreak.2 The
quick containment of COVID-19 in China is
impressive and sets an encouraging example for
other countries. 3 In China, one of the moste
important aspects was to prevent and control the
pandemic through legal means such as making laws
and policies, and implementing them. * In
comprehensively advancing the rule of law, it is an
inevitable choice for governments to improve
public security, enact scientific legislation.5 We
conclude that China’s legal response to the
pandemic is specifically divided into four parts: (i)
laws and policies formulation, (ii) laws and policies
implementation, (iii) judicial protection of

1 Tina]. Park, ‘China’ s Response to COVID-19: Turning
Crisis into an Opportunity’ China Today (19 March 2020)
14, 16.

2 WHO, Infection prevention and control during health
care when novel coronavirus (nCoV) infection is suspected
Interim  guidance (25 January 2020) <https://
apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/330674> accessed 30
September 2021.

3 ‘Sustaining Containment of COVID-19 in China’ (18
April 2020) The Lancet 395, 10232, 1230 <https://www.
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pandemic prevention in accordance with law, and
(iv) international response. This article will delve
into these four aspects separately as a way to assess
China’ s legal experience in tackling the pandemic.

2. Formulation of Laws and Policies

Before the pandemic outbreak, China had already
promulgated laws related to public health incidents,
such as:

- ‘The Emergency Response Law of the People’s
Republic of China (the PRC) (2007)" and ‘Law of the
PRC on the Prevention and Control of Infectious
Diseases (2013)’. These two laws provide a legal
basis for preventing and eliminating the occurrence
and prevalence of infectious diseases and ensuring
citizens’ health and public health.

“Animal Epidemic Prevention Law of the PRC
(2015)” and “Wild Animal Protection Law of the PRC
(2018)”. These two laws have strengthened the

thelancet.com/journals/lancet/artcle /P11S01406736(2
0)30864-3/fulltext> accessed 30 September 2021.

4 Chen Jun, ‘A Study on Chinese Communist Party’s
Leadership in Legislation for Fighting COVID-19
Pandemic’ (July 2021) 42, 4 Journal of Xinjiang Normal
University, Philosophy and Social Sciences 32, 41.

5 Dai Haijun, ‘The Governance Logic and Legal Path of
Emergencies from the Perspective of the Prevention and
Control of the COVID-19 epidemic, (April 2020) 2
Administrative Law Review 53, 66.
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management of animal epidemic prevention
activities, especially the prevention and elimination
of animal epidemics, so as to promote the
development of breeding industry and prevent and
control zoonotic infectious diseases.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, China has
issued a new law and policy documents to build a
strong legal system regarding pandemic prevention
and control, as will be studied in the next section.

2.1. Enacted a New Law

The Standing Committee of the National People’ s
Congress promulgated a law on 24 February 2020
entitled “The Decision of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress on the Total Banning
of lllegal Wildlife Trade, Eliminating the Bad Habits
of Wild Animals, and Effectively Protecting the
People’ s Life, Health and Safety.” ©

Some studies have even shown that wild animals
are the source of many human infectious diseases,
accounting for 43% of the 335 confirmed acute
infectious diseases.” This law is mainly to deal with
the problem of great hidden dangers to public
health caused by indiscriminate eating of wild
animals. Preventing public health events such as the
COVID-19 pandemic urgently requires the country
to strengthen the prevention and control of the
spread of wild animal viruses.?

The law focuses on the prominent problem of
wild animals’ consumption. It establishes a system
to completely ban wild animals’ consumption and
severely crack down on illegal wildlife trade.? For
example, it stipulates that hunting, trading and
transporting terrestrial wild animals that naturally
grow and reproduce in the wild environment for
the purpose of eating are completely prohibited and
take strict enforcement measures.

2.2. Issued a Significant Number of Policy
Documents

These policy documents are regulatory documents
that were issued by the central and local

6 See <http://www.legaldaily.com.cn/government/
content/2020-02/25/content8125301.htm> accessed 30
September 2021.

7 Kate E. Jones, Nikkita G. Patel, et al., ‘Global trends in
emerging infectious diseases. (2008) 451, 7181 Nature
990, 993.

8 Zhang Qi, ‘Solving the wildlife legal problems in
response to the epidemic’ (2020) 15 People's Tribune 224,
225.

9 Zhou Ke, Sun Sijia, ‘Adaptation and Disruption of the
Legal Regime for Wildlife Use’ (2020) 224, 6 Law Review
135, 145.

10 See <http://kns.cnkinet/kcms/detail/11.2787.R.
20200205.1133.002.html> accessed 30 September 2021.
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governments to fight the pandemic. They are
executive orders in nature. The execution of these
executive orders from top to bottom ensures laws
can be implemented.

3. Longitudinal Perspective: Government-led
Prevention and Control Model from Central to
Local

3.1. Central

After the COVID-19 outbreak, the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (the
CPC) and the State Council of the PRC respectively
established a leading group and a joint mechanism,
and issued a series of policy documents to deal with
the pandemic with these two institutions.10 These
policy documents play a leading and guiding role in
the fight against the pandemic.!! Firstly, the policy
documents are efficient and flexible, overcoming
the limitations of written law, so that the epidemic
prevention and control can achieve the effect of
unified leadership, unified command and unified
action; Secondly, the legislative cost of policy
documents is low; Finally, policy documents can
supplement legislative gaps , so these policy
documents play an important role in governance.
For example, the Ministry of Finance issued 33
documents including the “Notice on Facilitation of
Procurement for Epidemic Prevention and Control™2,
which provides guidance for government
procurement activities during the epidemic; the
Ministry of Communications issued 26 important
documents such as the “Notice on the Control of
Transport Means in and Out of Wuhan”13, which
strictly controls the flow of people during the
pandemic; the Ministry of Education issued 9
documents including the “Guiding Opinions on the
Organization and Management of Online Teaching in
Universities”*, which requires schools to carry out
online teaching. These policy documents stipulate
all aspects of people’ s life and minimize the impact
of the epidemic on residents’ normal study and life.

11 Xue Xiaohui, ‘Substantial Effect and Legal Rules of
COVID-19 Normative Documents’ (August 2020) Journal
of North Minzu University, Philosophy and Social Science
4165,170.

12 See Ministry of Finance of the People’s
Republic of China <http://gks.mof.gov.cn/guizhang
zhidu/202001/t20200126_3464030.htm> accessed 30
September 2021.

13 See-<https://xxgk.mot.gov.cn/2020/jigou/ysfws/2
02006/t20200623_3316058.html> accessed 30 September
2021.

14See Ministry of education of the People’s Republic of
China <http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwfb/gzdt_gzdt/s598
7/202002/t20200205_418131.html> accessed 30
September 2021.



3.2. Local

Under the guidance of the policy documents of the
State Council and its ministries and commissions, local
governments issued policy documents in accordance
with local pandemic prevention and control, forming
a joint model between the central and local
governments. 15 For instance, the Hubei Provincial
Government has continuously released documents on
COVID-19 epidemic prevention and control since 21
January, 2020, such as: “Notice on Implementing

Measures to Wear Masks in Public Places in Wuhan”16,

which requires people wear masks in public; “Notice
of the People’ s Government of Hubei Province on
Strengthening the Prevention and Control of
Pneumonia Infected by Novel Coronavirus” 17 and
“Interim Measures for the Prevention and Control of the
Pneumonia Epidemic Caused by the Novel Coronavirus
Infection in Wuhan”18, these two documents make
overall arrangements for epidemic prevention and
control in Hubei Province.

4. Horizontal Perspective: All-round Coverage in
Various Fields

4.1. Mandatory Control

On 23, January, 2020, China raised its national public
health response to the highest state of emergency:
Level 1 of 4 levels of severity in the Chinese
Emergency System, defined as an “extremely serious
incident”. 1° The National Health Commission had
included COVID-19 into Category B infectious diseases
according to the “Infectious Disease Prevention and
Control Law”, and had taken prevention and control
measures against Class A infectious diseases. 20
According to Articles 41 to 44 of the “Law of the PRC
on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases”,

15 See ibidem at 11.

16 See ‘China-Africa innovation cooperation conference
opens in Wuhan, central China’ <http://www.hubei.gov.c
n/zwgk/hbyw/hbywqgb/202001/t20200123_2014357.sh
tml> accessed 30 September 2021. http://m.news.cct
v.com/2020/02/16/ARTInYY6x6k]nLiooQigfrQJ200216.
shtml>.

17 See <http://sthjt.hubei.gov.cn/hjsj/ztzl /zzcckyq/tz
gg/202002/t20200217_2039965.shtml>.

18 See The Government of Wuhan <http://www.wu
han.gov.cn/zwgk/tzgg/202003/t20200316_972483.shtml>
accessed 30 September 2021.

19 Tian Huaiyu, et al, ‘An Investigation of Transmission
Control Measures during the First 50 Days of the COVID-
19 Epidemic in China’ (May 2020) 368, 6491 Science 638,
642.

20 ‘Urgent Research Agenda for the Novel Coronavirus
Epidemic: Transmission and Non-Pharmaceutical
Mitigation Strategies’ (February 2020) 41, 2 Chinese
Journal of Epidemiology 135, 138.
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when Category A and Category B infectious diseases
break out or spread, the government may adopt
quarantine measures against personnel in specific
areas, close down affected area and carry out health
quarantine on people, materials and vehicles entering
or leaving the epidemic area.?!

In the early morning of 23, January 2020, Wuhan
issued a city closure announcement. This
administrative order mandated residents to
quarantine at home. To cooperate with Wuhan’ s
closure measures, the Ministry of Communications
issued the “Emergency Notice on the Prevention and
Control of the Epidemic Prevention and Control of
Transportation in and Out of Wuhan”.2% As part of the
national emergency response, Wuhan ordered
quarantine to suspected and confirmed cases,
suspended public transportation (buses and
subways), closed schools and entertainment venues,
banned public gatherings, and conducted health
checks on immigrants who were entering the country
at the moment.23 Since then, 31 provinces have
launched first-level responses to public health
emergencies.2* Regions have issued policy documents
for restrictions on travel or quarantine measures.25

4.2. Market Regulation

The full-blown outbreak of the epidemic has also
led to a shortage of epidemic prevention materials,
such as masks, antiviral drugs, disinfection and
sterilization supplies, related medical devices.26 In
the face of possible materials shortages and price
raise, the State Administration for Market
Regulation issued “Guiding Opinions of the State
Administration for Market Regulation on the
Investigation and Punishment of Illlegal Acts of Price
Raising during the Prevention and Control of the
COVID-19 Epidemic”?7, which severely crack down

21 See The National People’s Congress of the People’s
Republic of China <http://www.npc.gov.cn/wxzl/wxzl/
200012/05/content_4516.htm> accessed 30 September
2021.

22See The State Council of the People’s Republic of
China <http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/202001/
23/content_5471864.htm> accessed 30 September 2021.

23 See ibidem (n. 19).

24 See <https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=16606022
78686510102&wfr=spider&for=pc> accessed October 11,
2021.

25 Wei Chen, Qing Wang., et al. ‘Early Containment
Strategies and Core Measures for Prevention and Control
of Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia in China’ (March 2020)
54, 3 Chinese Journal of Preventive Medicine 239, 244.

26 Feng Qiaobin, ‘Solving the shortage of epidemic
prevention materials requires the concerted efforts of the
government and the market’ (17 February 2020) China
Economic Times.

27See The State Council of the People’s Republic of
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on fabricating or disseminating false information
about the epidemic, causing panic among the
masses and pushing up prices.

4.3. Economic Recovery and Livelihood Security

The Central Committee of the CPC and local
governments have issued a series of policy
documents on stimulating consumption. For
example, the Leading Group of the CPC Central
Committee for COVID-19 Prevention and Control
issued the “Guiding Opinions on Actively Promoting
the Resumption of Work and Production While
Effectively  Preventing and Controlling the
Epidemic” 28 . This document has made overall
arrangements for the resumption of production and
work, with the following aspects.

(i) Return to work in batches and orderly
staggered peaks. Energy supply, transportation and
logistics, urban and rural operations, medical
supplies, food and other important sectors of the
national economy and people’ s livelihood should
resume work and production immediately.

(ii) Make every effort to ensure the
organization of transportation such as railways and
civil aviation, and effectively reduce the risk of
epidemic transmission.

(iii) Improve rapid screening capabilities such
as nucleic acid testing, and strengthen the isolation
of key populations and the admission of cases.

(iv) Guide enterprises to implement various
epidemic prevention requirements seriously.

(v) Investigate major safety risks in a timely
manner.

4.4. Improved the Treatment and Security of
Medical Staff

In order to ensure the working conditions of the
medical staff working on the front line of pandemic
prevention and control, the State Council and local
governments have introduced various measures to
improve the treatment of medical staff, such as: the
State Council issued the “Notice on the Title of
Professional and Technical Personnel on the Front
Line of COVID-19 Epidemic Prevention and
Control”.2° Hubei Province issued the “Notice of the
4 Provincial Departments on Several Measures to
Further Care and Inspire Frontline Medical Staff in
the Prevention and Control of COVID-19 Epidemic”.30

China <http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/202002
/02 /content_5473889.htm> accessed 30 September
2021.

28 See The State Council of the People’s Republic of China
<http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2020-04/09/content
_5500698.htm?trs=1> accessed 30 September 2021.

29 See <http://www.mohrss.gov.cn/SYrlzyhshbzb/
rencarenshi/zcwj/zhuanyejishurenyuan/202003/t2020
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These documents are useful for improving the
working and living conditions of medical staff.
Specific measures include:

(i) Provide financial subsidies to medical and
epidemic prevention workers participating in the
front-line epidemic prevention and control, and the
central government will fully cover it.

(ii) Provide work-related injury insurance
protection for medical staff infected with COVID-19
and open a green channel for work-related injury
identification.

(iii) Recognize and reward the medical team
and individuals who have made outstanding
contributions in a timely manner.

(iv) The subsidies and bonuses received by
medical personnel participating in epidemic
prevention and control are exempt from personal
income tax.

5. Implementation of Laws and Policies

In terms of implementation of laws and policies, law
enforcement agencies help enterprises resume
production and work, they use technological
methods to implement laws and policies, and focus
on strengthening law enforcement and supervision
in areas such as public health and medical health.

5.1. Help Enterprises Resume Production and
Work

In the early stage of the COVID-19 epidemic, the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology,
the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security,
the Ministry of Commerce, and the National
Development and Reform Commission collected
various difficulties in production and operation
during the pandemic prevention and control period
from the national small and medium-sized
enterprises3!, which can be summarized as follows:

(i) Transportation and logistics were restricted.
Affected by the pandemic, some inter-provincial
highways were closed, which greatly increased the
transportation cost, time cost, management cost,
and coordination cost of enterprises.

(i) Employees cannot return to work. Various
prevention and control measures such as isolation,
traffic control, and closure have been adopted in
various regions, making it difficult for many non-
local employees to return to work on schedule.

0305_361440.html> accessed 30 September 2021.

30 See <http://wjw.hubei.gov.cn/bmdt/ztzl/fkxxgzbg
rfyyq/tkdt/202002/t20200218_210433.shtml> accessed
30 September 2021.

31 Yang Dongri, et al, ‘Central and local governments
should work together in an orderly manner to restore
work and production of small and medium-sized
enterprises’ (16 March 2020) China Information Weekly.



(iii) Insufficient anti-epidemic materials. It is
difficult to purchase anti-epidemic and protective
materials such as disinfectants, protective clothing,
and temperature measuring guns.

(iv) Difficulties in the delivery of upstream and
downstream products in the industrial chain.

(v) Rising costs and greater pressure on the
capital chain.

Law enforcement agencies have understood the
difficulties and problems , so they have adopted
humanized law enforcement measures during law
enforcement to support corporations in going back
to resume production. 32 For example, the Tianjin
city have established a fault-tolerant mechanism,
which exempts some minor market violations from
punishment. The Tianjin Municipal Market
Supervision Commission and the Municipal Drug
Administration have formulated the “Tianjin
Municipal Market Supervision Field Exemption List”
and identified 50 illegal acts that are exempt from
punishment. 33 The exemptions correspond to
minor illegal violations that are not intentional and
do not cause harmful consequences. Administrative
punishment is hence exercised prudently. Law
enforcement officials have taken full account of the
pandemic’s impact on small, medium and micro
enterprises, and set a reasonable time limit for
rectification for those companies that have taken
proactive measures to fulfill relevant obligations
and have temporarily been excluded from the list of
joint punishments.3* The implementation of flexible
law enforcement can promote the unity of legality
and rationality, and make law enforcement produce
better social effects.3>

5.2. Use of Technological Methods to Implement
Laws and Policies

During the pandemic, law enforcement agencies
used modern technology such as big data, the
Internet of Things, and artificial intelligence to
enforce the law. For example, Shanghai connected

32 Xu Zhihu, ‘Thoughts on law enforcement work of
urban management under the COVID-19 epidemic’ (24
April 2020) China Construction News.

33 See <http://scjg.tj.gov.cn/tjsscjdglwyh_52651/zwg
k/zfgznew/bdwwjnew/sjwwj_1/202012/t20201214_49
95029.html> accessed 30 September 2021.

34 See Tianjin Administration for Market Regulation
<http://scjg.tj.gov.cn/tjsscjdglwyh_52651/zwgk/zfgzne
w/bdwwjnew/jdhynew/202012/t20201214_4998502.h
tml > accessed 30 September 2021.

35 Yao Jianming, et al, “The Enlightenment from Covid-
19 Prevention and Control to Market Regulation’
(November 2020) 11 Research on China Market
Regulation 72, 75.

36 Ju, Yunpeng, ‘Social governance in a screen’ People's
Daily (29 April 2020).
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the “Smart City Management” app with the city’ s
“One Network Management” data platform to
provide information for pandemic prevention and
control.36

Similarly, using the “Urban Management and
Epidemic Prevention App”, the market supervision
and management department can dynamically
grasp business openings, health status of the
operators, and implementation of the pandemic
prevention measures. 37 Citizens can also use
personal mobile terminals to handle some urban
management law enforcement matters without
leaving the house, which greatly improves the
effectiveness of epidemic prevention and control.38

Finally, the special environment in pandemic
prevention period also gave birth to the practical
application of “off-site” law enforcement.3? Based
on modern scientific and technological means,
multi-angle and all-around video evidence
collection for illegal activities were carried out, this
method helped reduce on-site law enforcement
conflicts, reduce law enforcement manpower costs
and risks, and improve case handling efficiency.*?

5.3. Specific Implementation Measures
a. Home Quarantine Measures

During quarantine, residents stayed at home as
much as possible to reduce gatherings and visits.*!

Measures such as social distancing, personal
hygiene, disinfection and mask-wearing have been
extensively carried out. 42 In areas where the
pandemic prevention and control situation is
severe, each family’s daily needs were delivered to
their home by community volunteers, and residents
were not allowed to go out without authorization.*3
In areas with less pandemic prevention and control,
each household were able to send a member to a
designated store to buy daily commodities at
regular intervals.**

37 Ibidem at 32.

38 Ibidem at 36.

39 Cheng Weijia, ‘Enabling off-site supervision with
intelligence’ China Environment News (20 January 2021).

40 Ibidem at 32.

41 Jingzhong Wang, Yi Liao, et al,, ‘Incidence of novel
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) infection among people under
home quarantine in Shenzhen, China’ (2020) 37 Travel
Medicine and Infectious Disease 101, 660.

42 See <http://health.people.com.cn/n1/2020/0628
/c14739-31760766.html> accessed October 2021.

43See  <https://www.sohu.com/a/442842120_8166
71> accessed 5 October 2021.

44See  <https://www.sohu.com/a/370897787_5619
29> accessed 5 October 2021.
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b. Community-Level Public Health Intervention

Community closed management can effectively
hinder the spread of the virus and buy precious
time for fighting the epidemic.*> Communities were
under closed management and strict control
measures were adopted by local government. Law
enforcers in urban management, health, market
supervision, traffic control, and communities are
involved together. ¢ They were on duty at
community crossings, assisting the community in
pandemic investigation and information
registration. 47 Chinese government departments
have extensively persuaded members and cadres of
the CPC, and government organs, enterprises and
public institutions to join the frontline of
community prevention and control as volunteers,
and set up work teams to serve as “propagandists”,
“inspectors”, “sterilizers” and “distributors” in the
community grid, so as to realize all-around
investigation and closed management. 48 Finally,
these volunteers have guarded the community’s
line of defense, and the prevention and control
work has achieved obvious results, and the
epidemic prevention situation has improved.*?

Market

c.  Stronger and

Management

Supervision

During the pandemic, some illegal businesses were
raising prices, making significant profits, or
producing and selling fake and of inferior quality
prevention and protection products and medicines,
which severely disrupted market order. 30 Law
enforcers kept a close watch on products such as
masks and disinfectant, and on daily necessities
such as vegetables, rice and noodles.5! They dealt
with price gouging promptly and severely to ensure
the daily needs of residents by strict supervision

45 Shen Guoming, ‘Rule of law is the fundamental
follow of risk society governance’ (April 2020) 4
Exploration and Free Views 16, 18.

46 See <https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=16623113
40901451854&wfr=spider&for=pc> accessed 5 October
2021.

47 See <https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=16625441
69184536263&wfr=spider&for=pc> accessed 5 October
2021.

48 See Beijing Municipal Civil Affairs Bureau
<http://mzj.beijing.gov.cn/art/2020/3/10/art_4490_62
2218.html> accessed 5 October 2021.

49 Geng Lian, ‘Community prevention and control
efforts will be tightened’ Xinhua Daily (14 August 2021).

50 Ding Jiafa, ‘Price gouging under the pretext of the
epidemic will be severely punished’ People’s Court Daily (8
August 2021).

51 [bidem (n. 32).

52 Wang Wenhua, Yao Shuju, ‘The application of law in
cases involving epidemic crimes is balanced with the
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and severe penalties. The market supervision and
management department has strengthened the
random inspection of anti-pandemic materials and
cracked down on the fake products.>2

d. Stronger the Supervision of Medical and
Health Work

The health supervision department urged the
COVID-19 designated hospitals to implement
infection measures.53 On the one hand, hospitals
should strengthen the prevention and control of
nonsocial  infection, promote time-divided
appointment diagnosis and treatment, strictly
implement the requirements for the zoning
management of medical institutions, timely check
risks and take measures to deal with them.54 On the
other hand, hospitals should implement protective
measures for medical staff and check protection
procedures and the protection work to avoid cross-
infection of medical staff.5>

e. Stronger the Supervision of Public Health
Conditions

Law enforcement agencies strengthen the
supervision of the sanitary conditions of public
places. For example, law enforcement agencies
checked centralized air-conditioning in key places
such as supermarkets, office buildings, and hotels,
and evaluated main disinfection status. 5¢ Law
enforcement officers conducted key supervision
and inspection of hotels, supermarkets, and
entertainment venues that had not yet closed to
prevent large-scale crowds from gathering.>”

criminal policy’ (2020) 8 People’ s Procuratorial
Semimonthly152, 157.

53 General Office of National Health Commission of the
People’s Republic of China, Office of National
Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine.
‘Diagnosis and treatment of corona virus disease-19 (8th
trail edition)’ (October 2020) 15, 10 China Medicine1494,
1499.

54 [bidem (n. 53).

55 See The State Council of the People’s Republic of
China <http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/202005/08
/content_5509896.htm> accessed 8 September 2021.

56See <http://wjw.beijing.gov.cn/xwzx_20031/jcdt/2
02005/t20200528_1910564.html> accessed 30
September 2021.

57 Tao Feng, Wang Chenting, ‘Beijing has stepped up
quarantine checks on ‘three types of workplaces’ as
businesses resume work’ Beijing Business Today (12
February 2020).



6. Judicial Guarantee for Epidemic Prevention
According to Law

This part will describe the efforts made by China's
judicial authorities to fight the epidemic. The
Chinese judicial organs have clarified the common
charges of crimes involved in the pandemic,
attached importance to civil dispute resolution,
issued guiding cases, and implemented online
litigation.

6.1. Criminal justice — Clarified the Common
Charges of Crimes Involving the Pandemic

In order to severely crack down on crimes about
epidemic prevention and control, the Supreme
People’ s Court have issued judicial interpretation
clarifying the common charges of pandemic-related
crimes, 58and requiring the following crimes to be
cracked down:

Crimes that resist pandemic prevention and
control measures: crime of employing dangerous
means to endanger public security, crime of
impairing the prevention and treatment of
infectious diseases, crime of disturbing public
service.

Violent medical crimes: crime of offense of
intentional injury, crime of provocation, crime of
insult, crime of false imprisonment.

Crimes of manufacturing and selling
counterfeit products: crime of producing and selling
counterfeit medicines, crimes of producing and
selling inferior medicines, crimes of producing and
selling medical devices that do not meet standards.
Crime of forcing up price: crime of illegal
business operations.

Crimes of spreading rumors: crime of
fabrication and deliberate dissemination of false
information.

Crimes of dereliction of duty in epidemic
prevention: crime of impairing the prevention and
treatment of the infectious diseases, crimes of
spreading infectious.

58 Zhao Bingzhi, et al, ‘Research on China’ s Criminal
Policy for the Prevention and Control of Major Public
Health Incidents: Focusing on China’ s New Crown
Epidemic Prevention and Control Criminal Policy’
(December 2020) 6 Jianghai Academic Journal 149, 157.

59 Sun Hang, ‘Proper trials of civil cases related to the
epidemic in accordance with the law serve to ensure
economic and social development’ People’s Court Daily
(21 April 2020).

60 See China Court <https://www.chinacourt.org/
law/detail/2020/05/id/150160.shtml> accessed 30
September 2021.
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6.2. Civil
Resolution

Law

Emphasis on Dispute

Pandemic adverse impacts made it crucial for
judicial departments to strengthen their pre-
litigation mediation and conflicts and disputes
resolution through non-litigation means, which will
fully restore social order and boost the economic
restart.5?

During the pandemic, the Supreme People’ s
Court attached great importance to civil disputes
closely related to people’s livelihoods. For example,
the Supreme People’s Court issued “opinions on the
force majeure rules and labor disputes”® that are of
the greatest concern to the public, this judicial
interpretation provides guidance for courts at all
levels in handling labor dispute cases.6!

In addition, it is difficult for the courts to carry
out enforcement work during the pandemic. The
Supreme People's Court has issued a judicial
interpretation on the basis of full investigation and
soliciting opinions from all parties in the early stage,
which provides a unified standard for the handling
of enforcement cases during the pandemic
prevention and control process.62

6.3. Guiding Cases Issued by Judicial Organs

Judicial authorities have successively released
guiding cases related to the pandemic. 63 These
cases mainly involve various COVID-19 response
measures such as obstructing the prevention and
control of infectious diseases, making and selling
fakes, illegal operations, obstructing public affairs,
provoking troubles, maintaining the order of
pandemic prevention and control, maintaining
economic and social order, and helping to resume
work and production.6*

These cases cover almost all the practical needs of
judicial cases in the process of preventing and
controlling the pandemic according to law, and
objectively alleviates the urgency requirements of
the COVID-19 on judicial organs. 6> For example,
these cases provide solutions on how to conduct
investigations and obtain evidence during the special

61 Ibidem at 59.

62 Xiao Jianguo, ‘Judicial Guidelines for Properly
Handling Execution Cases Involving the COVID-19’
People’s Court Daily (9 June 2020).

63 ‘Give full play to the role of demonstration and
guidance of typical cases related to the epidemic’
Procuratorial Daily (9 March 2020).

64 [bidem at 62.

65 See <https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1660602
278686510102&wfr=spider&for=pc>  accessed 30
September 2021.
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period, how to apply compulsory measures, how to
conduct interrogations and appear in court to
support public prosecution, and how to accurately
distinguish between crimes of endangering public
safety by dangerous methods and crimes of
hindering the prevention and control of infectious
diseases. 66 This provides guidance for the uniform
application of laws to ensure the correct application
of law.

6.4. Online Litigation

Prior to the pandemic outbreak, Chinese laws and
judicial interpretations had some provisions on
online litigation by using modern information
technology.®” For example, Article 87 of the 2012
Civil Procedure Law stipulated that courts could use
electronic methods to serve litigation documents
for the first time.%8 In September 2018, the Supreme
People’s Court issued the “Regulations on Several
Issues Concerning the Trial of Cases by Internet
Courts”.69

When the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, local
courts spontaneously adopted online methods for
filing, trial, and enforcement. 7 In order to
standardize online litigation activities and meet the
judicial needs of the people during the pandemic,
the Supreme People’s Court issued in April 2020 a
judicial interpretation entitled “Notice on
Strengthening and Standardizing Online Litigation
Work during the Prevention and Control of the New
Coronary Pneumonia Epidemic”. This judicial
interpretation requires that cases with online
handling conditions should be handled online in
principle to minimize personnel travel and
gatherings.”!

On June 17th ,2020, the Supreme People’s Court
issued the “People’s Court Online Litigation Rules.”72

Its introduction marked a new stage in China’s
Internet judicial development. The “Rules”
established an online litigation rule system
covering all trial areas and the entire litigation

66 [bidem at 52.

67 Zhou Cui, ‘The present situation and future of civil
judicature pluralism reform in China’ (2018) 1 China Legal
Science.

68 See The National People’s Congress of the People’s
Republic of China <http://www.npc.gov.cn/wxzl/gongba
0/2012-11/12/content_1745518.htm> accessed 8 October
2021.

69 See China Court <https://www.chinacourt.org/art
icle/detail/2018/09/id/3489797.shtml> accessed 8
October 2021.

70 See China Court <https://www.chinacourt.org/art
icle/detail/2020/02/id/4822417.shtml> accessed 8
October 2021.

71 See The State Council Information Office of the
People’s Republic of China <http://www.scio.gov.cn/xwf
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process, comprehensively summed up the results of
the court’ s online litigation field in recent years,
and actively responded to the people’ s new judicial
needs in the Internet era. Since then, China has
formed a relatively systematic and complete online
litigation rule system, which has effectively filled
the institutional gaps in the field of online litigation
in China and has also provided Chinese wisdom and
Chinese solutions for the development of Internet
justice in the world, this experience will help other
countries better conduct online litigation.

7. International Response—Actively Fulfilling
Obligation under International Law

In the face of the global public health crisis,
countries to strengthen cooperation in epidemic
prevention will not only help maintain global and
regional public health security, but also help build a
community with a shared future for mankind.?3
China has made the following efforts from the level
of international law.

7.1. Information and Evidence Sharing

Based on the principles of transparency and
openness, China has publicly communicated the
characteristics of the virus, the route of infection,
the current situation of the pandemic, and
treatment plans to the international community.”*
China is a party to the International Health
Regulations. 75 According to Article 6 of the
Regulations: After a public health emergency in a
country, the country shall notify WHO (World
Health Organization) within 24 hours of assessing
public health information, carry out international
prevention and control of the epidemic as soon as
possible.76

In this pandemic, the Chinese government
actively fulfilled the obligation of information
notification under international law.”” The Chinese
government has taken the following actions: First,

bh/xwbfbh/wqfbh/42311/42602/xgzc42608/Documen
t/1674055/1674055.htm> accessed 8 October 2021.

72 See The Supreme People’s Court of the People’s
Republic of China <http://www.court.gov.cn/fabu-xiang
qing-309551.html> accessed 8 October 2021.

73 Ding Jinguang, Wang Mengmeng, ‘Strengthen
international cooperation in epidemic prevention and
maintain global public health security’ Chinese Social
Sciences Today (28 July 2020).

74 Yang Yongchun, ‘The crisis test requires more legal
thinking’ (2020) Z2, People’ s Tribune 90, 91.

75 See <https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf files/
WHAS58/WHAS58_3-ch.pdf> accessed 30 September 2021.

76 [bidem.

77 The State Council Information Office of the PRC,
‘China’ s response to COVID-19’ People’ s Daily (8 June
2020).



quickly established a response mechanism, carried
out etiological and epidemiological research. 78
Second, the government shared the gene sequence
of the new coronavirus as soon as possible, and the
rapid development of a national and international
consortium helped in the swift analysis of the virus
and in making the sequences publicly available
within a few days.”® Third, successfully developed a
test kit within 16 days, and immediately notified the
international community of virus data and related
epidemics.80

7.2. Pandemic Prevention and Control Measures

China takes prevention and control measures based
on the characteristics of the pandemic,
transmission route, susceptible population, and
country’s medical conditions, including controlling
the source of infection, cutting off infection route,
and actively treating patients, while protecting
medical staff from infection.

Pandemic prevention and quarantine
measures adopted by China have been highly
appraised by the international community. United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
praised China’ s contribution to the global fight
against the novel coronavirus pneumonia outbreak,
noting that the Chinese people are making efforts
for all of humanity.8?

7.3. Communication and Cooperation with
International Organizations

As pointed out in the White Paper: Fighting COVID-
19: China in Action:

The global spread of COVID-19 is causing great
concern. Both the fight to rein in the virus and the
endeavor to fend off a deepening global recession
call for the international community to stand in
unity and engage in cooperation. They also call for
multilateralism, and commitment to building a
global community of shared future. Solidarity and
cooperation are the most powerful weapons
available to the international community in the war
against the pandemic.82

During this pandemic, China opened its door to
experts such as the World Health Organization, and

78 Ibidem at 78.

79 Nkengasong John, ‘China’s Response to a Novel
Coronavirus Stands in Stark Contrast to the 2002 SARS
Outbreak Response’ (March 2020) 26, 3 Nature Medicine
310, 311.

80 [bidem at 78.

81 See UN Covid-19 Response <https://www.un.org
/zh/coronavirus> accessed 8 October 2021.

82 See ‘White Paper: Fighting COVID-19: China in
Action’ <http://www.china.org.cn/chinese/2020-08/06/
content_76173252.htm?f=pad> accessed 8 October 2021.
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Chinese medical institutions communicated and
cooperated with them in a timely and effective
manner.83 According to official data, by April 2020,
China had organized and implemented anti-
pandemic assistance to 89 countries and 4
international organizations in four batches,
donated a large amount of anti-epidemic materials
to these countries and regions, and sent expert
groups to help these countries quickly control the
pandemic.84

In international cooperation on joint prevention
and control, it is essential that major countries take
the initiative, fulfill their responsibilities and do
their share of the work. China is ready to strengthen
exchanges and cooperation with other countries
including the US to jointly tackle this pandemic,
especially in the fields of research, development,
production and distribution of vaccines and
drugs.85

8. Conclusion

The Chinese model emphasizes the establishment
and strict prevention of disease spread,
supplemented by strict accountability afterwards.8¢
Specifically, China has made comprehensive efforts
in four aspects: (i) legislation, (ii) law enforcement,
(iii) justice and (iv) international response. In terms
of legislation, China fully relied on the “Infectious
Disease Prevention Law”, “Animal Epidemic
Prevention Law”, “Wild Animal Protection Law” and
other existing laws and has issued a series of legal
documents on market control, illegal wildlife trade,
restoration of the people’s economy, promotion of
people’s livelihood, security and improvement of
the medical workers’ treatment. These documents
have provided a sufficient legal basis for fighting the
pandemic in accordance with law. In terms of law
enforcement, China has adjusted law enforcement
concepts in a timely manner, optimized
implementation methods, implemented closed
management of communities and focused on
strengthening law enforcement and supervision in
areas such as public health and medical health. The
Chinese judicial organs have clarified the common
charges of crimes involved in the pandemic, issued
guiding cases, unified the enforcement standards,

83 [bidem at 78.

84 See The State Council Information Office of the
People’s Republic of China <http://www.scio.gov.cn/xwf
bh/xwbfbh/wqfbh/42311/42784 /index.htm> accessed
30 September 2021.

85 [Jbidem at 73.

86 Chen Zhong, ‘Resilience: Behavioral Philosophy
Response to Risk Society’ (April 2020) 4 Exploration and
Free Views 29, 32.
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and implemented online litigation. These measures
provide standards for the proper handling of
judicial cases in the context of normalization of
pandemic prevention and control. In terms of
fulfilling its international obligations, China shared
the gene sequence of the new coronavirus as soon
as possible, and actively fulfilled its obligation to
report information under international law. China
timely controlled the source of infection, cut off the
route of infection, and actively treated patients,
which helped win time for other countries and
regions to fight the pandemic. Chinese medical
institutions have conducted timely and effective
communication and cooperation with the WHO.
China has sent expert teams to help other countries
quickly control the epidemic.

20

In general, the response of the Chinese
government to the pandemic can be summarized as
follows: pandemic prevention according to law.
This way was China able to balance limiting
individual basic rights and freedoms and effectively
protecting individual life and health, while rapidly
restoring life and the economy, ensuring the
legitimacy and efficiency of pandemic prevention
measures and the credibility of the government
according tolaw. This way was China able to
balance limiting individual basic rights and
freedoms and effectively protecting individual life
and health, while rapidly restoring life and the
economy, ensuring the legitimacy and efficiency of
pandemic prevention measures and the credibility
of the government.



