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ADDRESS TO READERS 

FROM THE VICE-RECTOR FOR MANTUA CAMPUS, 

POLITECNICO DI MILANO

Federico Bucci(1)

This work, which I am pleased to introduce, is an important topic regar-
ding international training in the Cultural Heritage field that is the aim 
of the higher education developed in Mantua Campus of Politecnico 
di Milano. 

Teaching and learning in an international students’ context in cul-
tural heritage fields means establishing a didactic approach useful to in-
troduce the differences among cultures, speaking about the architectu-
re, old and ancient urban settlements and landscapes, too.

The good practices promoted by the European projects -such as the 
Erasmus mobility actions- are able to improve the exchange of studen-
ts and professors, facilitating new experiences and ways for thinking 
about strategies and methodologies to transfer Cultural Heritage and, 
specifically, Architectural Heritage, to future generations.

Erasmus's actions can implement relations supporting the education 
of new citizens, able to move in the field of research and profession with 
greater awareness, and in the full capacity to build a fruitful dialogue.

The development of the intercultural dialogue in Cultural Heritage 
fields is the aim of the UNESCO Chair in Architectural Preservation 
and Planning in World Heritage Cities, supporting all the activities 

(1) Vice Rector of Mantua Campus, Politecnico di Milano. Chairholder of the 
UNESCO Chair in Architectural Planning and Preservation in World Heritage Ci-
ties.
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connected with research and teaching developed in Mantua Campus, 
of Politecnico di Milano.

For this reason, it is important to remember that in 2022 were cele-
brating 35 years of the Erasmus mobility and 50 years of the UNESCO 
Recommendation concerning the Protection at the National Level, of 
the Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972.

The celebration of these two events gives the opportunity to empha-
size the role of young people and cultural heritage that we can consider, 
nowadays, more widespread worldwide. The Erasmus mobility gives 
the opportunity to have the experience, knowledge and understanding 
of one another’s culture that, nowadays, must be analysed and respected 
under the rules of Agenda 2030, aimed to safeguard the diversities. 
Respect for the differences needs cooperation learning and ability. As 
the UNESCO Recommendation 1972 states in article 6:

 “Whilst fully respecting the sovereignty of the States on whose territory 
the cultural and natural heritage …. is situated, and without prejudice to 
property right provided by national legislation, the States Parties to this 
Convention recognize that such heritage constitutes a world heritage for 
whose protection it is the duty of the international community as a whole 
to co-operate.”

This work edited by Nora Lombardini, and inspired by the work-
shop entitled heritage Without Frontiers (held at Politecnico di Milano 
and the 5th edition), is starting and suggesting a way to improve this 
intercultural dialogue, with special attention to the Eastern Part of 
Europe and Caucasian area.

The same heritage objects are presented and studied by scholars, who 
are explaining their own Cultural Heritage of their own Countries, and 
foreign students (young people) and foreign scholars, who are asked to 
develop projects for the protection and valorisation of the same objects.

The work is interesting because pushes on the intercultural dialogue, 
in line with the UNESCO and Erasmus policies.

 


