
9

Fundamentals of unconventional social sciences



Director

Martino Lo Cascio
Università Degli Studi Di Roma “Tor Vergata”

Advisory Committee

Renato Guarini
Sapienza Università Di Roma

Otto Hieronymi
Webster University Geneva

Antonio Pulido
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid



Fundamentals of unconventional social sciences

The series hosts volumes of research in the social field, the contents 
of which are characterized by “transdisciplinarity”, which includes but 
goes beyond: 

– multidisciplinarity, which implies cooperation between different dis-
ciplines, keeping their mutual distances at the same time and avoid-
ing contamination between them;

– interdisciplinarity, centered on niche themes defined by interactions 
of limited sections of multiple disciplines. 

Transdisciplinarity implies wider and deeper bonds, and integration 
between disciplines: metaphorically, it is a “contamination” expand-
ed between different orthodoxies and mainstream scientific thoughts.





QUO VADIS EUROPE?
WHERE ARE EUROPE AND THE WESTERN 
COMMUNITY GOING SEVEN DECADES AFTER 
THE START OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

AND THE CREATION OF THE 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE?

Editor and Principal Author

OTTO HIERONYMI

Contributors

MAURO ALIANO, MASSIMO BAGARANI, PÉTER AKOS BOD
OTTO HIERONYMI, MARTINO LO CASCIO
PAOLA LO CASCIO, FRANCISCO RUBIO



©

isbn 
979–12–218–0295–5 

prima edizione 
roma gennaio 2023



7

TABLE OF CONTENTS

13 Introduction
 Key concepts in research and teaching, 14 – The September 20, 2017 

Webster Conference, 15 – From the Rome Treaty to Joschka Fischer’s 
Historic Humboldt University Speech, 15 – Where is the old consensus?, 18 
– Renewing the Western Community: the Challenge for the United States, 
Europe and Japan – the 2009 Annual Fall Conference of Webster University, 
Geneva, 19 – Hungary, Central Europe and the Future of the Western 
Community: the April 21, 2016 Webster Geneva – Corvinus University 
Conference in Budapest, 22 – Other Webster-Geneva Conferences Relevant 
for the General Theme of the Present Book, 23 – Acknowledgements, 23 – 
Chapter Overviews, 24.

43 Prologue
 Coronavirus: Europe and the Western Community
  Otto Hieronymi
 1. Positive and negative factors before the outbreak of the crisis, 44 – 2. 

The most relevant features of the crisis and how unique are these, 54 – 3. 
Reflections on what to do and how to deal correctly with the current and fu-
ture consequences, 57.

67 Chapter I 
 Where are we now? The achievements of European Integration 

and of the Western Community and the current crisis 
  Otto Hieronymi



8 Table of Contents

 1.1. Where are Europe and the Western Community today?, 69 – 1.2. The na-
ture and achievements of European integration and of the Western communi-
ty, 112 – 1.3. Centrifugal forces: political tsunamis and internal and external 
challenges, 119 – 1.4. The evolving nature of international order, 157 – 1.5. 
Will the European and the Western international orders continue to weaken 
or can and will they recover their former strength?, 173.

183 Chapter II 
 Liberal democracy: we are at a crossroad
  Otto Hieronymi
 2.1. The nature of free vs. unfree regimes, 191 – 2.2. The notions of democ-

racy and liberalism, 194 – 2.3. Political communities are about the future: 
the creation and destruction of political communities, 247 – 2.4. The debate 
about values and interests in the liberal-democratic regimes, 268.

275 Chapter III 
 The Western economic and social model: a success story
  Otto Hieronymi
 3.1. The success story of the Western economic and social model, 280 – 3.2. 

Competition of economic theories and policies, 282 – 3.3. The main features 
and the role of the Social Market Economy, 290 – 3.4. Overall economic 
growth, upward convergence, prosperity and social progress and European in-
tegration, 295 – 3.5. The international trade and monetary orders, 302 – 3.6. 
International financial crises and the lack of a global international monetary 
order, 317 – 3.7. Protectionism: the attack from inside and outside, 320 – 3.8. 
The paradox of globalization: the rise of regionalism and bilateralism, 323.

337 Chapter IV 
 Domestic and external collective security and the achievement 

of perpetual peace among the western countries
  Otto Hieronymi
 4.1. The challenge and success of Western collective security, external and do-

mestic340 – 4.2. A historical achievement: perpetual peace among the mem-
bers of the Western community, 361 – 4.3. Crimes against humanity, demo-
cide and the responsibility to protect, 372 – 4.4. The continued importance of 
NATO and of the US-Japanese Alliance, 376.



Table of Contents 9

441 Chapter V 
 The origins of the Western Community and of European Integration
  Otto Hieronymi
 5.1. The post-war crisis in Europe, the Marshall Plan and European reconstruc-

tion, 444 – 5.2. The economic and political objectives of European Integration 
from the OEEC to the European Economic Community, 452 – 5.3. The evo-
lution of American thinking, George Kennan and the Truman Doctrine, 462 
– 5.4. The concept of international community building – 5.5. Contract theo-
ries and perpetual peace, 488 – 5.6. The German question, 413 – 5.7. The role 
of Japan, 518 – 5.8. The threat of Community destruction, 533. 

545 Chapter VI 
 The need for a renewal of the Western Community and the chal-

lenge for its three main pillars: Europe, Japan and the United States
  Otto Hieronymi
 6.1. The need for and the driving forces of the renewal, 547 – 6.2. The objec-

tive and the scope of the European renewal, 576 – 6.3. Reinforcing the role of 
Japan, 588 – 6.4. Redefining “American leadership”, 604 – 6.5. The chances 
of successful renewal, 615.

653 Chapter VII 
 Adversaries of the Western Community and external and domes-

tic threats to its cohesion and survival
  Otto Hieronymi
 7.1. The enemies of the West, 661 – 7.2. The rivals or adversaries of the West, 

667 – 7.3. New or renewed internal dissensions in Europe and in the Western 
Community, 677. 

689 Chapter VIII
 Scenarios for the outlook for the Western Community and for 

European Integration: main resutlts and presentation of the scenarios
  Otto Hieronymi
 8.1. Summary of the main results, 693 – 8.2. A. Descriptor texts: liberal de-

mocracy, political order, values and interests: European Integration and 
Western Community, 697 – 8.3. B. Descriptor texts: economic and social or-
der, 718 – 8.4. C. Descriptor texts: internal and external collective security, 



10 Table of Contents

perpetual peace among Members, 738 – 8.5. D. Descriptor texts: Common 
institutions and international organizations, 772. 

803 Chapter IX
 Economic and social convergence in Europe in the future
  Péter Akos Bod
 9.1. The states we are in, 804 – 9.2. We have convergence policies. What 

about convergence itself?, 807 – 9.3. Income and wealth differences have be-
come larger - or just more visible?, 810 – 9.4. Post-crisis reversal of liberal 
democratic progress in European semi-periphery, 813 – 9.5. The financial cri-
sis is over, but life has not returned to status quo ante, 819 – 9.6. Some con-
clusions and recommendations, 824.

829 Chapter X
 Europe “knowledge-driven” or “knowledge-divided”
 Martino Lo Cascio, Massimo Bagarani
 10.1. Prologue, 830 – 10.2. The transition towards the new “technological 

paradigm”, 831 – 10.3. The heritage of post-Fordism, consumer saturation as 
a process and the era of finance, 831 – 10.4. “Labour as product” vs “labour as 
factor”, ICT and the “gift economy”, 835 – 10.5. The degree to which immi-
grants are penetrating into the population and the workplace in traditionally 
developed societies, 836 – 10.6. Conclusions, 838.

843 Chapter XI
 Quantitative easing: shortcomings and the heritages of Rhine wave
 Mauro Aliano, Martino Lo Cascio
 11.1. Introduction, 843 – 11.2. Prelude, 844 – 11.3. The financial side, 845 – 

11.4. The real side of the story, 845 – 11.5. Rhine wave, 846 – 11.6. Looking 
at the pandemic in the future, 846.

853 Chapter XII
 Quo vadis Europe? The future role of civil society in the European 

Union?
 Francisco Rubio
 12.1. Introduction, 853 – 12.2. European Union: missed institutional meet-

ings with civil society, 854 – 12.3. But then what future for the European 



Table of Contents 11

civil society?, 856 – 12.4. The adoption of laws and regulations, 857 – 12.5. 
Government campaigns against NGOs, 858.

861 Chapter XIII
 The outlook for Spain and Catalonia
 Paola Lo Cascio
 13.1. Introduction, 862 – 13.2. Catalonia: the current situation and how did 

we get here, 863 – 13.3. A diverse movement in a changing context, 866 – 
13.4. Catalan hot autumn, 868 – 13.5. Possible scenarios, 873.

879 Chapter XIV
 … and today? A dream. The tale of Brigitte 
 Martino Lo Cascio
 14.1. The Myth of Europe, 879 – 14.2. The island of the Gattopardo novel, 880 

– 14.3. The power of things, 882 – 14.4. The EU like an onion, 882 – 14.5. 
Brigitte looks in the mirror, 888.

891 Epilogue
 Otto Hieronymi
 1. The legacy of totalitarian rulers and regimes, 892 – 2. The current authoritar-

ian threat to our survival, 895 – 3. Democracy and international order under at-
tack, 897 – 4. The future of Europe and of the Western Community, 899.

903 List of authors
 Otto Hieronymi

911 Bibliography
 Otto Hieronymi





13

INTRODUCTION

THE ORIGINAL IDEA AND BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT PUBLICATION
Otto Hieronymi

The original idea of the present publication was based on an interna-
tional conference organized by Webster University Geneva with the 
support of the Permanent Delegation of Italy to the United Nations 
and other International Organizations in Geneva and of the Permanent 
Delegation of the European Union in Geneva in the autumn of 2017. 

The background of this volume, however, covers a broader spectrum 
of events, research and sources. In most cases these are connected with 
work carried out in the International Relations Department of Webster 
University Geneva since the mid-1990s. 

The current situation and the outlook for Europe and for all the 
Western democracies are in many respects the most important issues in 
politics and international relations in our time.

There are many specific issues that may capture the attention of 
scholars and of the general public at a given moment, today or in the 
more recent past. Most of the time the answer or the outcome is closely 
linked to the questions: “where is Europe, where is the Community of 
Western democracies going?” This was true with long-lasting challeng-
es like the Cold War, as well as with more recent conflicts or tragedies 
such as the Balkan wars and the other so-called “internal conflicts” and 
“humanitarian crises” of the 1990s and of the first decade of the 21st 
century, or with the numerous “international financial and monetary 
crises” which plagued the world economy since the 1970s and which 
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culminated in the 2008 world-wide financial crisis, bringing the entire 
world monetary system close to a general meltdown. It is the conclu-
sion of the present volume that ultimately close cooperation among the 
Western democracies is indispensable for dealing with the consequenc-
es of major crises, as was the case with the pandemic caused by the coro-
navirus and is today with the challenge to freedom and international 
peace and order represented by the current populist (and often authori-
tarian) leaders and regimes such as China, Putin’s Russia or Trumpism 
in the United States for that matter.

Key concepts in research and teaching

This study is based on a series of key theoretical concepts and analytical 
tools that we have been using over the years in teaching and research 
and in trying to identify, to distinguish and to understand the constants 
and the changes in the world in which we live. These concepts are fairly 
straightforward and do not require an elaborate methodological appa-
ratus or an abstract mathematical approach. 

At the top of the list of these concepts we find the term “Western 
Community” – an expression rarely used today either by “experts” or 
general “observers” and political leaders. Yet, the emergence and the 
existence of the “Western Community” since the end of the Second 
World War (and its persistence after the end of the Cold War) have 
been the most important developments of the last 100 years. Also, the 
future of the Western Community is the single most important factor 
that has shaped and will continue to shape for better or worse not only 
the development of the individual members of this “virtual communi-
ty”, but also of the world as a whole. 

Beside the term “Western Community”, the list of key concepts in-
cludes: (1) community creation and community destruction; (2) the 
two main streams of the “European and Western tradition; (3) the 
“paradox of the 20th century”; (4) the close links between domestic and 
international order; (5) the critique of the theory of the “clash of civi-
lizations; (6) the challenge and reality of “multiple identities” through-
out history; (7) the important role of “small countries”; (8) the link be-
tween freedom, human rights and peace and security; (9) the domestic 
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and external limits of sovereignty; and (10) the realization of “perpetu-
al peace” among the members of the Western Community.

The September 20, 2017 Webster Conference

On September 20, 2017, the International Relations Program of 
Webster University Geneva, with the support and participation of the 
Permanent Mission of Italy in Geneva and the EU Delegation to the 
UN and Other International Organizations in Geneva, organized a 
conference on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the signing of the 
Rome Treaty creating the European Community under the title Quo 
Vadis Europe? Where is Europe Heading Sixty Years after the Signature of 
the Rome Treaty on the European Community? The conference venue was 
the Seat of the Permanent Mission of the European Union in Geneva. 
The principal questions addressed by the speakers were: where Europe 
is and ought to be going in the future in order to maintain the results 
achieved so far, and what is required to assure the peace, freedom and 
prosperity of its peoples in the decades to come. The conference was 
open to the diplomatic community, international organizations, stu-
dents and the general public.

This event was part of the numerous international conferences and 
seminars organized by Webster University since 1996 with the active 
support and participation of the Geneva-based international organiza-
tions and diplomatic community on major international political, eco-
nomic and humanitarian issues. From the first conference 25 years ago 
to the one on Quo Vadis Europe? it was the dedication of the Webster 
Student Organizing Committees that has allowed these events to take 
place and to continue, has given them a special flavor and has secured 
the support and interest of the international Geneva community.

From the Rome Treaty to Joschka Fischer’s Historic Humboldt University Speech

The signing of the Rome Treaty was one of the principal stages and 
one of the most far-sighted acts in the history of European integra-
tion. Together with the development and consolidation of the Western 
Community, it has been one of the most impressive and successful 
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examples of institutional innovation and community building among 
free and sovereign nations. This process that started in the second half 
of the 1940s has continued over the decades well into the 21st century. 

On May 12, 2000, Joschka Fischer, Vice-chancellor and Foreign 
Minister of the German Coalition Government, gave a histor-
ic speech at Humbold University in Berlin under the title “Vom 
Staatenverbund zur Föderation: Gedanken über die Finalität der euro-
päischen Integration” (“From Confederacy to Federation: Thoughts on 
the Finality of European Integration”).

This speech allows us to situate the Green politician and for-
mer self-confessed rebel in the gallery of the founding fathers of the 
European Union as we know it today. His reflections on the “finality of 
European integration” led to the European Constitutional Convention 
presided by the former French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, to 
the draft European Constitution (not ratified) and to the less ambitious 
“Lisbon Treaty” that is the current basis of the objectives, rules and in-
stitutions of the European Union.

Like so many others, from my first reading of Fischer’s speech I 
was and have remained until the present day deeply impressed by the 
depth of the understanding and sweeping vision of its author. This 
does not mean that as in the case of other great statesmen, one has to 
share every aspect of his views or approve every suggestion he made. 
Thus, when comparing Fischer’s speech for example with public pro-
nouncements of some of the other “great Europeans” with bold pro-
posals of his generation, such as for example Jacques Delors, the scope 
of Fischer’s analysis appears to be much broader and historically cor-
rect. One brief quote from the Humboldt University speech can serve 
as an illustration: “Two historic decisions in the middle of last century 
fundamentally altered Europe’s fate for the better: Firstly, the USA’s 
decision to stay in Europe, and Secondly, France’s and Germany’s 
commitment to the principle of integration, beginning with econom-
ic links.” This compares with the performance of Jacques Delors who, 
in 1997, on the occasion of receiving the prestigious Prize of the Latsis 
International Foundation in the Aula of the University of Geneva, 
managed to hold a one hour detailed speech on “L’Union Européenne 
entre l’Unité et la Diversité” without mentioning a single time the 
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United States and its essential contribution to the origins and support 
of European integration.

At a personal level, I would like to mention that it was only when re-
reading the Joschka Fischer speech during the preparation of the man-
uscript of the present volume that I discovered another passage (that 
I must have read many times before): “Quo vadis Europa? is the ques-
tion posed once again by the history of our continent” (italics in the 
original). Thus, subconsciously, when selecting the title of the 2017 
Webster University Conference and of the present book, I was quoting 
Joschka Fischer from his seminal speech at the start of the 21st Century.

In what direction is Europe heading? What is the future of the 
Western Community of which democratic Europe is an integral part? 
The first and most important conclusion of the present volume is that 
the outlook for Europe and for the Western Community is closely 
connected. 

These questions have been raised time and again since the second 
half of the 1940s and in particular since the signature of the Rome 
Treaty in 1957. Asking these questions is not just a routine way to com-
memorate on the occasion of a “round number” one or several historic 
events that are receding into an increasingly distant past. 

Usually these questions turned around domestic and external cri-
ses, and the need to strengthen and renew Europe and the Western 
Community in response to these challenges. A constantly recurring is-
sue has been the question of whether there is a need for more institu-
tional ties and, if so, whether these would reduce the autonomy and 
the sovereignty of the member states. Overcoming the various crises 
would usually involve a definition and redefinition of who belonged to 
Europe and the Western Community, what were the basic rules that 
members were expected to follow and what was the extent of solidar-
ity that the members could count on if they followed these explicit or 
implicit rules.

In the last several years, Europe and the Western Community were 
hit by a series of “political tsunamis”, which according to many ob-
servers could threaten their long-term survival. As in the past, the cri-
ses in both Europe and the Western Community have major new com-
mon features compared with earlier challenges. These crises include the 
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Brexit vote, the flirting in Eastern Europe with nationalism and an-
ti-Western propaganda, the election of Donald Trump to the presiden-
cy and as a longer-term phenomenon, the theory and practice and the 
consequences of globalization on the social conditions and coherence 
of the Western liberal democracies. 

The most worrisome aspects of the current and recent crises are that 
they include frontal attacks on the basic values and principles of both 
European integration and of the Western Community by governments 
from the core of the West as well as from East-Central Europe, in coun-
tries that had been hoping after long periods of Communism, and be-
fore that right-wing authoritarianism, to be able to join the group of 
free liberal democracies. Orbanism, Brexit and Trumpism represent 
greater dangers for Western and European cohesion and identity than 
Islam and the terrorism carried out in its name.

Where is the old consensus?

Where is Europe going? Where should it be going? These are questions 
that have been raised time and again since the end of the Second World 
War, and especially since the “construction of a new Europe” began. 
This new Europe was to be built on a new set of values and interests that 
are still today the foundations of our freedom, peace and prosperity.

As in the past, the debate – within individual states and nations and 
across borders – turns about the interpretation and the validity of these 
values and interests, how should they be implemented and ultimate-
ly whether they should be adapted to changing circumstances or abol-
ished altogether and replaced by different and even outright opposing 
views. The content and the intensity of the debate have shown ups and 
downs also in the past. However, there has been a consistent majority 
upholding a common core interpretation of the core values and inter-
ests that were not negotiable. 

There is concern that the old consensus that used to help overcome 
previous crises may have weakened over the years. In other words, the 
sharp attacks against our values and interests are not coming only from 
the opposition, from “outside” the wide circle of responsible citizens 
and leaders, but also from “inside”. This seems to be the result of two 
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converging trends: the success of the traditional radical opponents to 
gain support and thus get closer to the levers of power, and a radical 
change of mind of the earlier supporters of the consensus. The challenge 
for experts and leaders is to find out to what extent these shifts can have 
dramatic consequences and lasting and irreversible changes in the values 
and interests that the great majority of people used to believe in.

The importance and at the same time the complexity of these inter-
rogations can be illustrated with four widely discussed examples: illib-
eral democracy, non-European Britain, protectionist, and isolationist 
and racist America, and anti-humanitarian Europe and United States. 
A fifth example, usually perceived and debated under a different head-
ing, is the attempt to deal with real or perceived crisis of the European 
project by systematically trying to reinforce the “state-like” character-
istics of the European Union, without realizing the risks of creating a 
fragile centralized super state.

Are these developments temporary? Like the 1968 student revolts 
had been a phenomenon limited in the time? The answer may be yes, 
they are also temporary but if they are similar to the “1968” upheavals, 
the consequence may turn out to be profound and long-lasting, even if 
the results will be different from the objectives and expectations of their 
promoters. The outlook for Europe and the European Union as well as 
for the Western Community as a whole will depend on what happens 
to the three key sets of factors – democracy, collective security and so-
cial market economy – that have been responsible for the unprecedent-
ed success of community building and political institutional innova-
tion during the last 70 years.

Renewing the Western Community: the Challenge for the United States, 
Europe and Japan – the 2009 Annual Fall Conference of Webster University, 
Geneva

Among the inspirations for the 2017 Quo Vadis Europe Conference 
and for the present volume I would like to mention the work I carried 
out on the Western Community and its three main pillars, the United 
States, Europe and Japan. The concept of the “Western Community” 
has been one of my central themes of interest since well before I joined 
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the Webster-Geneva faculty as the Head of the International Relations 
Program in 1995. This interest was also reflected in our 2009 Annual 
Fall Conference and in the multi-year research program that I had 
started under the same heading more than 10 years ago. The confer-
ence was part of the research program, as well as the well over one hun-
dred in-depth interviews I carried out in the framework of this research 
in Geneva, Rome, Brussels, London, Paris, Berlin, Washington, New 
York, and Tokyo.

The list of speakers and other participants brought together a group 
of experts, political leaders, officials and researchers from national and 
international governmental and non-governmental bodies, including 
the European Union, NATO, and various US and Japanese organiza-
tions, as well as from universities and other research groups. The 2009 
conference addressed one of the key issues of international relations, 
the importance of which has gained recognition since then, and espe-
cially during the destructive four years of the Trump presidency. It is 
to be hoped that positive attention will be paid to strengthening this 
“virtual community” in the years ahead by all the leaders of the West. 
The Western Community’s future cohesion and its ability to redefine 
its objectives and to reach out to the rest of world will affect not only 
its future security and prosperity, but also the quality of international 
order in general. 

Political and societal evolution (the German term “Gesellschaft” 
does not have a direct equivalent in French and English) can be per-
ceived and analyzed (as well as predicted) from the point of view of 
numerous overlapping categories and approaches: those of “political 
communities” and different levels of communities, domestic and inter-
national political orders, theories, ideologies, as well as structures, ac-
tors, policies, institutions and events.

In fact, the “Western Community” has been the broadest and most 
successful experience of democratic community building of nations and 
states based on liberal political principles. In a sense the term “Western” 
is a misnomer. This Community is neither a geographic concept, nor 
does it refer to the historic concept of “Western” or “European” civili-
zation. From the beginning in the post-war period to the present day it 
has been an open-ended community based on shared and convergent 
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values (the most important of which are freedom, tolerance and the 
respect for human rights and dignity) and interests in peace, interna-
tional cooperation and stable democratic political order. The “Western 
Community” has been characterized from the start by pluralism and di-
versity, competition and solidarity. One of its main organizing princi-
ples has been the reconciliation of the respect for national identity and 
independence, and the rejection of extreme forms of nationalism with-
in and outside this community.

The achievements of the “Western Community” have been impres-
sive indeed. Three of the most important ones should be mentioned 
here: (1) the unprecedented prosperity and social progress through 
the process of economic integration; (2) the development and consol-
idation of free, democratic political regimes across the entire Western 
Community, and (3) last, but not least, the realization of the centuries 
old “utopia” of “perpetual peace” – today, war or the use of force be-
tween small or large countries belonging to this Community has be-
come simply unimaginable.

Despite, or perhaps because of this success, over the years one heard 
relatively little about the concept of the Western Community among 
“experts” or the general public. In fact, for some not only the term but 
the very concept appeared to be outdated or obsolete, at least since the 
end of the Cold War. Others have taken its accomplishments for grant-
ed and as a result have tended to neglect the tasks of maintaining the 
awareness of its importance among political leaders and among the cit-
izens of its member countries, and the task of renewal and adaptation 
to changing circumstances and challenges. Yet, without such awareness 
and regular renewal, all communities are subject to centrifugal forc-
es and become vulnerable to internal and external threats. Even more 
preoccupying is the fact that some openly express doubts about the 
very concept of the “Western community”, its relevance, its basic val-
ues and interests and its contribution to peace, prosperity and freedom 
and respect for human rights in the world. Donald Trump emerged as 
the most prominent among them, but this group also includes Viktor 
Orban, Vladimir Putin, the Chinese leader Xi as well as a series of oth-
er more or less influential neo-populist leaders. 
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Hungary, Central Europe and the Future of the Western Community: 
the April 21, 2016 Webster Geneva – Corvinus University Conference in 
Budapest 

Among the other Webster events relevant for this book I would like to 
mention first a conference that was jointly organized by Webster Geneva 
and Corvinus University of Budapest under the title Hungary, Central 
Europe and the Future of the Western Community. The presentations and 
the discussions covered the following major themes: (1) The achieve-
ments, the role and the future of the Western Community; (2) The 
relevance of the Western Community for small countries in general and 
for Hungary in particular; and (3) What can small countries in general, 
and Hungary in particular, do to strengthen the Western Community? 

This meeting was especially timely and topical for two main reasons. 
The first one was the paradoxical position of Hungary with respect 

to the Western Community. On the positive side one should point 
out the historic contribution of the 1956 Hungarian uprising to the 
worldwide cause of freedom and to the ultimate unravelling of the 
Communist rule in Europe. It is also important to remember the mer-
its of the first freely elected post-Communist Prime Minister, Jozsef 
Antall, in the birth and consolidation of a new, dynamic liberal parlia-
mentary democracy, faced with the legacy of two totalitarian regimes 
and in guiding Hungary into the “Euro-Atlantic Community” (his 
term). On the negative side, by the middle of the second decade of the 
21st century, it became increasingly clear that the democratic achieve-
ments of the regime change of the Antall years were being gradual-
ly eroded from the Left and from the Right (the former Communists 
Horn and Gyurcsany, on the one hand and the Jobbik and the Fidesz 
parties, on the other hand). Thus, gradually, Hungary was threaten-
ing to turn from an asset into a liability both for Europe and for the 
Western Community. 

The second reason was that by April 2016 dark clouds were gather-
ing over Europe and the West. The inability and/or the unwillingness 
to deal in an adequate manner with the migration and refugee crisis 
were both a cause and a consequence of the “crisis” and of a weakening 
consensus among the political leaders of the West. The clouds over the 
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horizon included the threat of the acceptance of Brexit by the British 
voters and at a greater distance the possibility of a Trump presidency. 
Frankly, at the time of the Corvinus conference, both of these poten-
tial storms were expected to dissolve and few “serious people” predict-
ed that they could gain momentum and turn into devastating politi-
cal tsunamis. 

Other Webster-Geneva Conferences Relevant for the General 
Theme of the Present Book

Beside the events discussed in the preceding paragraphs, the topics and 
conclusions of many of the other Annual International Humanitarian 
Conferences and of the Annual International Fall Conferences (both 
series were started in the mid-1990s) are relevant for the subject of the 
present volume. The proceedings of most of these events were pub-
lished in book form. 

The list of relevant events includes: The Spirit of Geneva in a 
Globalized World, The Future of the Responsibility to Protect, 
Success and Failure of Regime Change since the End of the Cold War, 
International Organizations and the Role of Small States, Globalization 
and the Reform of the International Banking and Monetary System, 
International Debt: Economic, Financial, Monetary and Regulatory 
Aspects, Global Challenges, the Atlantic Community and the Outlook 
for International Order, Migrants and Refugees: the Challenge of 
Identity and Integration, National Energy Policies and International 
Cooperation.
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Chapter Overviews 

The second half of this Introduction contains an overview of the 
Prologue and of the individual chapters. 
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Most of the texts in the present volume were written before the out-
break of the Coronavirus Pandemic and except for small corrections 
and additions there was no systematic attempt to take into account the 
political, social and economic impact of the Corona virus. The princi-
pal exception is the Prologue, which carries the title Coronavirus: Europe 
and the Western Community. It was written during the confinement be-
tween 20 March and 30 April 2020. The starting point of the analysis 
was twofold: (1) the coronavirus, within a relatively short time created a 
worldwide health, social and economic crisis; and (2) there is a high de-
gree of uncertainty (or even ignorance) about the way to stop the pan-
demic and how to prevent its recurrence and about its long-term con-
sequences. The Prologue is structured around three themes: (1) positive 
and negative factors before the outbreak of the crisis; (2) the most rel-
evant features of the crisis and how unique they are; (3) reflections on 
what to do and how to deal correctly with the current and future con-
sequences. The issues considered under the first heading include the 
health system, globalization and our evolving values. 

Among the most relevant features of the current health crisis is the 
reality that we are in “uncharted waters” and the inability or unwilling-
ness to learn from the lessons from the past can be mentioned in this 
summary. As for the question about the future it must be remembered 
that future developments do not depend on a single event or a single 
trend. Forecasts have to take into account the complexity not only of 
the possible futures, but also of the present and the past. In the con-
text of the present volume the main question about the future is wheth-
er the coronavirus crisis will reinforce the centrifugal forces that have 
been weakening the process of European integration and the Western 
Community, or if a more positive scenario could develop with a weak-
ening of these centrifugal forces and a strengthening of international 
cooperation and solidarity.

Following the preliminary reflections on the nature and consequenc-
es of the coronavirus crisis, Chapter I deals with the question Where are 
we now? This chapter addresses essentially two sets of issues: (1) the 
nature and achievements of European integration and of the Western 
Community; and (2) the current crisis of the liberal order with special 
emphasis on the two political tsunamis that hit Europe, the West and 


